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SUBJECT: LEIPZIG FALL 1976 FAIR 

REF: USDOC 17641 

1. THE EMBASSY WELCOMES THE OPPORTUNITY PROVIDED 
BY REFTEL TO COMMENT ON OFFICIAL U.S. PARTICIPATION 
AT THE FALL 1976 LEIPZIG FAIR. OUR PRELIMINARY VIEW 
IS THAT A MODEST TECHNICAL EXHIBIT INVOLVING U.S. 

PRODUCT DISPLAYS AND COMPANY OR INDUSTRY SPECIALISTS 
WOULD BE PREFERABLE TO A CATALOG SHOW. THE QUESTION, 
HOWEVER, IS COMPLEX AND WE WOULD NOT EXCLUDE THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT A CAREFULLY CONCEIVED CATALOG SHOW 
MIGHT EFFECTIVELY PROMOTE U.S. INTEREST. 

2. PROCEEDING FROM THE FACT THAT THE LEIPZIG FAIR 

IS NOT SOLELY OR EVEN BASICALLY A TRADE SHOW IN THE 
USUAL SENSE, THE QUESTION OF THE FORM AND STYLE OF 
PARTICIPATION HAS TO BE EXAMINED ON SEVERAL LEVELS AT 
ONCE. GDR OFFICIALS, FAIR OFFICIALS , FAIR EXHIBITORS, 

AND VISITORS IN THE CLOSED ATMOSPHERE OF LEIPZIG TEND 
TO INTERPRET AN EXHIBIT, PARTICULARLY ON ESPONSORED 
BY A GOVERNMENT, AS A COMPREHENSIVE STATEMENT OF THE STYLE 
AND CAPABILITIES OF THE COUNTRY REPRESENTED. THUS A 
GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED EXHIBIT AT LEIPZIG THAT IS IMPRESSIVE 
ONLY TO A NARROW AUDIENCE OF SPECIALISTS MAY TEND TO 
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COMMENTS BY GDR OFFICIALS FOLLOWING THE SPRING 1975 
BDO-THOUGH OBVIOUSLY AND NECESSARILY SELF-SERVING- 
WHICH SUGGEST THAT THEY DID NOT FIND THAT EFFORT IMPRESSIVE. 
ANOTHER FACTOR TO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IS THAT THE FAIR 
PRESENTS A RARE INSTITUTIONALIZED OPPORTUNITY TO REACH 
END-USERS IN THE CLOSED GDR ECONOMY WHO CAN ORDINARILY 
BE REACHED ONLY BY THE PRINTED WORD. WE THINK A U.S. 
PRESENCE AT LEIPZIG SHOULD INVOLVE AN INTENSIVE EFFORT 
TO EXPLOIT THIS UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO REPLACE BUSINESS 
BY REMOTE CONTROL WITH FACE-TO-FACE CONTACTS. 

3. WE HOPE, THEREFORE, THAT IT MAY PROVE POSSIBLE 
WITHIN LIMITS IMPOSED BY BUDGET, TO MOUNT A MODEST BUT 
IMAGINATIVE EXHIBIT OF PRODUCTS AND SERVICES IN ONE OF 
THE MAJOR FALL FAIR PRODUCT GROUPS: CHEMICAL INDUSTRY, 
CHEMICAL PLANT, PLASTICES MACHINERY, OR AUTOMOTIVE 
PRODUCTS. 

4. WE LOOK FORWARD TO DISCUSSING THIS SUBJECT 
FURTHER AND EXPECT THAT PREPARATION AND EXECUTION 
OF THE SPRING FAIR EXHIBIT WILL PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO DO SO. GROVE 
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